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VOYAGE OF THE GOOD SHIP ‘GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY’ - NICK & ANN REEVE
o Following morning tea and get together, Pat Connolly introduced Nick &
Ann Reeve who provided a rather wonderful account of their 12 month
journey with their two young sons from England to Australia in 1976-77
in their yacht, “Golden Opportunity”. Nick talked about his crew, which
consisted of Ann and his two sons (8) and (9), with assistance crossing
the English Channel from an experienced skipper. Preparation was all
important and getting supplies and
packing them away  was
understandingly difficult but they
finally set off from Plymouth.g 3" 1976 op pey
across the channel to Le ° 3 he skip
Reeve family werg
The journey throt
experiences throug
that required self-service eine through Baris a
Avignon on the Rhone River offereg bple. They reached the Mediterranean,
e QU e locks and set sail on Boxing Day,
i eather along the coast to Gibraltar
spent a great deal of time mannmg
Ig water and needed urge
al' Dockya tance ofitheir former Royal N
and thesghip was*ifted fre water where the problem
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nd through the heads into

ory accompanied by excellent photographs and enjoyed by
the large audience. A small me Shed was presented by David Abrahams who thanked Nick

Monday 7 December South Grafton Services Club. Cost -

$25.00. Tickets available from Carole Cairns 6642 4615 must be purchased
in advance. Tickets will not be available on the day.
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VICE PRESIDENT'S LETTER.... Dear Members

Our President, Maree is indisposed for the time being and we all wish her a speedy
recovery to enable her to resume her excellent patronage of our organisation.

As the festive season approaches and activities for this part of the year wind down, |
offer a few thoughts about our rather special Grafton U3A; thoughts which | am
confident would be supported by our President.

We continue to enjoy the excellent support of our Special Interest Groups and Classes
coordinators, who are fundamental to the success of this aspect. Members of your
Committee are all great contributors to the ongoing management of all facets of our organisation and continue to
cooperate to the benefit of all. Our JalalBerfests continue to attract well over 100 members
g interest — 28 igle_continuing and

thecen' ‘te

wish to renew ane

is pleasing to note Ot
the last few days and 100
We look forward to a great Chr our ‘Good Vibes’ group, resident poet
Gladys Anderson, the new ‘Ukulelg
On behalf of Maree and the Cog
seeing you and more in 2016.
David Abrahams

Happy New Year and look forward to

OPERATION CHR

Below is an excerpt from an email received from Mi
Hi Everyone
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Michelle

SNIPPETS FROM THE
Members attending the Novembe
Men’s Shed being formed 10 yee
A summary appears in the report at . hed has (at date of publication) celebrated the occasion with
a dinner attended by State Member, Chris Gulaptis, representatives of our Federal Member, Clarence Valley Council
and our earlier benefactor Steve Cansdell. Many stories and reminiscences will have been told about this rather

remarkable Shed which is arguably one of the best.
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For The Man Who Hated Christmas

By Nancy W Gavin
It's just a small white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree.
No name, no identification, no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of
our tree for the past ten years or so. It all began because my husband hated
Christmas — oh, not the true meaning of Christmas but the commercial aspects of
it — overspending....the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for
Uncle Harry and the talcum powder for Grandma — the gifts given in desperation
because you could not think of anything else. Knowing he felt his way, | decided
one year to bypass the shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. | reached for something special just for Mike. The
inspiration came in any unusual way. Our son Kevin, who was twelve that year, was wrestling at the junior school
i there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-
city church. These youngstels € 5 goestrings seemed to be the only thing
holding them together, g : 0 ue and gold sparkling uniforms and
sparkling new wre S 5 at the other team was wrestling
without headgea : A It was a luxury the ragtag team
obviously could n@ eight class. And as each of their
boys got up from the do, a kind of street pride that could
not acknowledge defea wish one of them could have won”
he said. “They have a lot of pote right out of them.” Mike loved kids —
all kids - and he knew them having and lacrosse.

That’s when the idea for his pre al sporting goods store and bought an
assortment of wrestling headge e | placed the envelope on the tree,
the note inside telling Mike wi e. His smile was the brightest thing
about Christmas that yea Sarssk I followed the traditi
sending a group of mep r e, another year a donation fto a pairfjof
elderly brothers Whose

envelope never lost its allure. The story doesn’t end there. You see, we lost Mike last year to
around, | was still so wrapped in grief that | barely got the tree up.
e on the tree and in the morning it was joined by three more.

importance of GVl

We note
thoughts and*praye

g of USA members Judith Sherwood and Sharon Walsh. Our
eir families at this time.

EDITOR CONTACT / CLOSING DATE

Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome. We reserve the right to edit or refuse material submitted for publication.
Closing date for February 2016 edition Monday 25 January 2016. Editor: Dennis Kelly thehifields@bigpond.com
| would like to say a special thank you to all contributors to the Journal during 2015. The Journal is very reliant on a constant
supply of articles of interest and details of course and interest group activities to keep members informed. | am grateful for the
support of the committee, course/interest group leaders, members and others who have provided articles of interest during the
year. A special thank you to David Abrahams, Bob Cuming and Peter Smyth for their assistance during the year.
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