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A silent night
A star above
A blessed gift of hope & love
A happy Christmas and healthy
New Year to you and your family
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Good morning everyone,
Great news!! In the month since our November Journal was published, the Covid
regulations have finally been relaxed a little. The room capacity rule has now
reverted to 1 person per 2 square metres meaning that, finally, all of our groups can
now meet back in our U3A rooms, as per the original timetable. A number of our
larger groups were in fact able to get together during the past month - Table Tennis,
Mahjong (both Tuesday & Wednesday groups) and Poetry Reading. It’s a pity that
now that we are at the end of November, we are about to take our Christmas break
and the majority of our groups are due to break up for the year. Oh well, better luck
next year, at least we tried our best! I have better news regarding our planned
Christmas Party & AGM. It is definitely going ahead on Monday 6th December at the
Golf Club. What a relief to finally achieve our much-promised AGM and what a delight to actually end the year
with our Christmas function. I am really looking forward to it.
Of course, plans change so quickly thanks to COVID, but at this stage we plan to return to our usual schedule of
activities in 2022. We hope to hold our first Jabberfest of the year on Monday, 14th February with plans to resume
all our usual groups (as per the existing timetable) in February. A number of these groups may choose to return
to their usual meeting days during January. Please contact your group leader in January to confirm your group’s
starting date. Being an eternal optimist, I am also confident that at our February Jabberfest, we will at last be able
to offer (again) some of those new courses, which were promised, but due to Covid restrictions, were not
delivered during 2021. Please note that under current Covid regulations in NSW only members who are double
vaxxed may access U3A group activities or U3A Rooms.
After all that good news, there is, alas, some sad news. Three of our precious members have passed away in the
space of the past 4 weeks - David Abrahams and Don Jackson had both been hard working, foundation members
of the Mens Shed 20 years ago and continued their involvement until the present day. David had worked very
hard for U3A ever since, serving on the committee in various positions, including a long running stint as
Treasurer, assisting with the running of Jabberfest for most of those years as well as having the role of editor of
the Journal and still holding the position of auditor at the time of his death. Stan Mussared had been a more recent
arrival to U3A ranks, but had been a much-respected member of the Grafton community for over 30 years, a hardworking member of many community groups and a much loved, inspiring teacher to the students of Grafton High
School. All three men will be sadly missed. Our condolences to their families and loved ones.
After so many cancelled plans this year, I am looking forward to a relaxed Christmas season with family and
friends and the promise of a New Year full of possibilities. I wish you all a happy, healthy Christmas, and a
wonderful New Year. Look after yourselves, and return to a more promising year relaxed.
Alysan Pender

‘OUT OF THE FRYING PAN…..’
Let’s hope the seasonal bushfires take a break this year so we can ‘snap back’ to the familiar threat of Climate
Change! Sadly, global warming is still with us, becoming hotter by the year. We know what causes it and we know
how to deal with it. We have to stop burning fossil fuels.
In my presentation at our 14th February Jabberfest, we will review some of the conclusions of the November
Glasgow, COP 26 Climate Change convention; the successes and the failures.
•
•

What’s changed in the last six years since the 2015 Paris Agreement?
What has to change in the next 10 to 15 years to avoid a cascade of tipping points into a climate
catastrophe?

It’s not all gloom and doom. As Andrew Forest, Chairman of Fortescue Minerals, explained in his recent Boyer
lectures, ‘there are enormous opportunities in the emerging green economy. In Australia we are well placed to
share in these opportunities’, if we act now. Times up! Nick Reeve
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IN MEMORIAM
DON JACKSON
Don Jackson, a founder of the Grafton U3A Men’s Shed, appeared to be a quiet, unassuming person, but I
was told that was not so. He started out in the Shed assisting others doing jobs. In the early years at the
Shed both before and after morning tea and lunch the urn and tables required cleaning due to the level of
dust generated by the workers. During the years that I had been involved with the Shed, Don was always the person who
took it upon himself to undertake this task and also tend to the replenishment of supplies of biscuits etc. Nowadays, the Shed
is equipped with a Zippy Boil and other developments have led to a much-reduced problem with dust in the lunch room. On
behalf of members, we extend condolences to Don’s family. Bruce Carle

DAVID ABRAHAMS
As a foundation member of Grafton U3A, David Abrahams has been a friend, mentor, collaborator and inspirational,
dedicated and enthusiastic member of our Team for near 20 years. His enthusiasm, dedication, and especially his “knowhow” played an integral part in the successful running of Grafton U3A and especially in the establishment of the Men’s Shed
and its continuation. Of course, we were not the only beneficiaries of David’s influence as was attested in his receiving the
NSW Award of Volunteer of the Year in 2014. The list of his achievements is truly amazing. To me, he epitomized the whole
ethos of U3A, which is to share expertise and knowledge. On behalf of members, we extend our condolences to David’s family.
Nancye Eggins
David was also a founder of the Grafton U3A Men’s Shed. He, like others, lent or gifted tools and machines to get the shed
established. He was the business head in the group and worked the laptop & emails to keep the Shed moving forward. He
was like an elder of the Shed, with much knowledge and knew everyone or important people and had a passion for the Shed.
He received the NSW Volunteer of the Year Award for NSW - a great honour for a very special man. He was our auditor (at
the age of 91) for the last two years and was always happy to find a mistake if he could, but would also make suggestions to
improve the financials. “Just the retailer coming out in me”, he would say. The founders of this shed have left a legacy for us
on which to build. Bruce Carle

STAN MUSSARED
Stan, aged 88, passed away at his home on the evening of Thursday 25th November after a long illness. Stan was a keen
supporter of Grafton U3A and with wife Magda, never missed a Jabberfest meeting. One of the most memorable Jabberfest
presentations was given by Stan and Magda. They delivered a moving account of their visit to Arnhem in Holland where they
were able to see the home where Magda grew up and from where she had to flee during the battle of Arnhem in World War
II.
Stan was well known in Grafton because of his long service as a teacher in the Commerce Department at Grafton High School.
A keen conservationist, he held the position of President of the Clarence Valley Conservation Coalition and due to this
interest served on many committees for example in the Anglican Church, Grafton Council and the National Parks Service. He
had a passion for planting trees and purchasing a small acreage at Waterview Heights, which only had 2 trees on it, provided
him the opportunity to turn the bare block into today's forest. Any visitor was always taken on a tour around his beloved
trees and to hopefully observe their resident koala. The members of Grafton U3A extend our condolences to his wife Magda
and their children Dione, Nicholle, Monique and Renee and their families. Eric Wheeler

POETRY GROUP IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS

EDITOR CONTACT
Contributions to the Jabber Journal
are welcome, however, we reserve
the right to edit or refuse material
submitted for publication. Closing
date for the February 2022 edition
is Friday 28 January 2022.
Contributions to
thehifields@bigpond.com
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2021 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
A special thank you to Morrie Duggan (photographer extraordinairé)
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