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JABBERFEST – 10:00AM 14 MARCH 2022
NEW LIFE CHURCH CENTRE – ARTHUR STREET GRAFTON
SESSION 1
POETRY READING GROUP RECITAL
We will be entertained by a number of poetry recitations
performed by members of the Poetry Group on the theme
of “Ducks”. Rather an appropriate focus in light of the
weather at the moment.

BEWARE of SCAMS!
Scams (email, Internet, SMS, phone, both landline and mobile) are becoming more frequent, sophisticated and
downright nasty. Scam calls and texts about your overdue tax bill, your "recent" traffic accident, or the arrival of
a parcel you never ordered are increasing. Scammers use a range of tactics and technology to target Australians,
usually seeking to obtain people's money or personal details. Scam calls mostly originate from overseas although
some scammers use technology to make it appear like the call is coming from an Australian phone number — a
practice known as spoofing. "If you get a call and you're not sure if it's legitimate, do a Google search and doublecheck. "If you get an SMS out of the blue, whatever you do don't click on the links in it. A massive amount of
malware gets downloaded to your phone via those links.".
A presentation was scheduled for March Jabberfest about types of scams, how to avoid them and what to
do if ‘caught in a scam’. However, this presentation has had to be postponed until May Jabberfest (9 May
2022) due to the earlier unavailability of the Police Liaison Officer. Save the date.

SESSION 2 – ENID BENNETT INTERVIEW WITH RHONDA DUNKEL
Following the success of the Bill Dougherty interview by Mike Gillespie early
last year, Enid Bennett has now agreed to a One plus One interview by her
good friend Rhonda Dunkel. Enid moved to Grafton in 1956 and she takes up
the story from there in her own words. Very dull really…the segments of my
life I will reveal publicly. Came to Grafton as a very young secondary teacher
just days before the big flood in 1956 to what was then the only secondary
school that took students to the Leaving Certificate.
Taught here for the rest of my career…..South High and Catherine McCauley
College. Always been passionate about education….took the first cohort of the
Wyndham System through the entire six years of its introduction…..wonderful
experience and privilege.
All up, taught for about 47 years - English, Modern and Ancient History, Music.
Retired once and was called out of retirement once. Lovely to have stayed in Grafton and to have seen
so many of my past students grow up….many who have left the district still keep in touch.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Good morning, everyone

Welcome to our new U3A year and I am pleased to report that it is off to a very
promising start, beginning with our first regular Jabberfest in over 6 months on
the 14th February. Numbers were lower than usual, but I don’t think they were
helped by a heavy rain storm which hit the area at about 9.30 am. As usual, the
morning dealt with serious topics (Climate change statistics) and silly topics (a
St Valentine’s Day Quiz). It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces and to
realise that, at last, things look they might be coming back to normal after the
last disjointed two years of plans and cancellations.
All our advertised groups are now up and running too. It’s time to get off the couch and out into the
world again! I’ve visited a couple of groups over the last couple of weeks and while numbers are
generally still low, each group has been attended by people who are obviously pleased to be back in
each other’s company again and clearly enjoying the group activity. Now, as the QR check in is no longer
mandatory in many places, shopping will be less tiresome; and with masks becoming discarded, we
might actually be able to hear what people are saying - positive results all round!
The majority of our groups still have vacancies. I would like to encourage you all to have another look
at the list of groups available, published in last month’s Jabber Journal and seriously consider joining
one or more of them. Details of each group leader’s name and phone number are listed and they will all
welcome enquiries about their particular activity. It’s a great way to get to know some of your fellow
U3A members. You might even learn a skill or gain more understanding of a particular topic. You’re
never to old to learn, you know!
I will look forward to seeing you at one of our groups and/or meetings very soon. I’m optimistic that
2022 will be a definite improvement on 2021 and 2020.
Dine & Discover vouchers are out there again, and live shows are back at the Saraton, the Pelican
Playhouse and the Criterion Theatre. What could possibly go wrong! Stay safe everyone!
Alysan Pender

COURSES AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE – ALYSAN PENDER
Good news – Al of our groups advertised in the updated Courses & Groups listing in last Month’s
Jabber Journal are now up and running. This includes our two newest groups, DIY DAYTRIPS
and BIRDS OF THE CLARENCE VALLEY. Following initial group meetings, there is a slight change
in the earlier information:
DO IT YOURSELF DAYTRIPS: Leader: Sue Hereford Ashley Ph. 0401548895. Regular meeting to be
held at the U3A rooms on 3rd Thursday of the month at 2.00 pm. (To make future plans and discuss past
excursions.) They have two trips planned at this stage.
BIRDS OF THE CLARENCE VALLEY: Leader: Brian Carter Ph 66447347. Regular meetings to be held at
the U3A rooms on 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm. An excursion into local birdwatching
areas may occasionally take place.
GEOLOGY – HOW THE EARTH WORKS: Every Friday morning, 10:00am to 12:00noon at the U3A
rooms, Dougherty House. Leader: Morrie Duggan Ph 66493202. This course will resume on Friday 18th
March.
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL: Our next Armchair Travel meeting will be held on Monday 28th March at 2:00 pm.
Debbie Handley will be talking about her travels through Ecuador.
Further new courses will be offered in our April Journal and at April Jabberfest.
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FEBRUARY JABBERFEST WRAP
How good was it to be able to meet once more for a Jabberfest? What an enlightening talk from Nick
Reeve on Climate Change dispelling some of the absolute rubbish that has been inflicted on us from
many quarters, political, media etc, but we can expect more, lots more as there is a Federal Election in
the offing as well as a State election in South Australia and you never let the facts get in the way of a
good story!!
President Alysan began proceedings with an overview of the courses and groups already in action and
Kevin tested our knowledge of Valentine's Day with a Heads and Tails quiz with Debbie Handley taking
home the chocolates as the winner.
At the finish of the day, Val Hendrie took home the lucky door prize, another Men's Shed creation. We
can now look forward to the 14th March, when our next Jabberfest will take place. We will be
entertained by members of our very own Poetry Reading Group providing a number of recitations on
the theme of “ducks” – rather appropriate in light of the current weather. A presentation from the Police
on the upsurge of Scams scheduled for March Jabberfest has had to be postponed due to the
unavailability of a presenting officer and it is hoped to reschedule this event in April. Scams are
proliferating in the media, telephone systems as well as the many E-mails that seem to appear with
monotonous regularity and that we must be always on guard to recognise and ignore. The One plus One
interview with Enid Bennett promises to be another highlight I mentioned that the Independent
Newspaper have requested our membership to support the paper which could cease to be printed and
the easiest way we can do this is mentioning to their advertisers when making purchases etc, that you
have seen their ads in that newspaper. Looking forward to March Jabberfest and another great roll up.
Brian Carter

PUZZLE CHALLENGE?
Looking for a puzzle with a difference? How good is your geography? This one is about working out
the country that is shown in outline. Follow the link for further details: https://worldle.teuteuf.fr

* VIGORISH *
Each month there will be an unusual word that is real and has been or is still being used.
Without reference to Google or a dictionary, your challenge is to work out a possible
meaning and then use it in a sentence. The meaning will be published in the next
available edition of the Jabber Journal. Last month's word BEADLEDOM – means
officiousness, officialdom or red tape-ism – Fiona Duggan

EDITOR CONTACT
Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome, however, we reserve the right to edit or refuse
material submitted for publication. Closing date for the April 2022 edition is Friday 25 March
Contributions to thehifields@bigpond.com

A TOUCH OF HUMOUR
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Contributed by Carole Cairns
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RETHINKING
THE
FIFTIES

Diary Of A Decade
Sport and the arts made great leaps forward while war was declared on communism

1954

February 3: the Queen becomes
the first reigning monarch to visit
Australia when she and Prince
Philip begin a two-month national
tour. An estimated 70% of the
population flocks to see her in
person.
February 13: Australian flag
raised at Mawson base in
Antarctica, making it the world’s
most southern settlement and
first permanent station in the
area.
April 13: Vladimir Petrov, third
secretary of the Soviet Embassy
and director of Soviet espionage
in Australia, is granted political
asylum. A royal commission into
Soviet espionage and into
whether Australians aided and
abetted
Russian
spies
is
established the next day.
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orders from outside the party. Within a
few months, the party will be torn apart.
November
13:
Australia’s
first
automatic telephone time service begins
in Sydney.
Also This Year: Proportion of unionised
workforce peaks at 62%.
Arts, Entertainment: Ivor Hele wins
Archibald; Australian Elizabeth Trust
founded; John Heyer’s The Back of
Beyond wins documentary grand prix at
Venice Film Festival; William Orr begins
revues at Sydney’s Phillip Street Theatre.
Literature: Stephen Murray-Smith
April 20: Petrov’s wife Edvokia, launches literary quarterly Overland;
seeks political asylum amid Vance Palmer’s seminal The Legend of the
scenes
of
early-morning, Nineties published in Melbourne.
roughhouse confusion after the
BOAC plane returning her to
Russia is intercepted at Darwin
airport.
April 25: Soviet Union breaks off
diplomatic
relations
with
Australia. Relations not resumed
for five years.
May 29: Electoral anomalies give
Menzies a federal election win
(campaign theme: “Don’t give the
Reds a second chance”). ALP wins
first preference votes 50-47per
cent) but not seats (47-64).
Sport: England’s Roger Bannister wins
July: Huge uranium deposit
“mile of the century” when he passes John
discovered at Mary Kathleen,
Landy on the final bend at Vancouver
Queensland.
Empire Games; actor peter Lawford
September 12: 4000 nearintroduces Malibu surfboard to Australia;
hysterical Melbourne teenagers
“Hurricane” Hec Hogan equals world
greet American singer Johnnie
athletic records for 100 yards and 100
Ray.
metres; Landy breaks one mile record at
October 5: An Evatt press
Turku, Finland; referee abandons
statement as fateful ramifications
England-NSW rugby league match after
for the Labor Party after he
all-in brawl; golfer Peter Thomson, 24,
attacks the activities of the
wins British Open at Royal Birkdale, the
Catholic Social Movement (with B.
first Australian and youngest player to do
A. Santamaria prominent among
so; Australia loses Davis Cup to the U.S.
its leaders) and alleges that some
Next time - 1955
ALP members associated with the
Industrial Groups are taking
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