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JABBERFEST – 10:00AM 11 APRIL 2022
NEW LIFE CHURCH CENTRE – ARTHUR STREET GRAFTON
SESSION 1

OF……
MEMORIES OF
……
DID YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE OR HATED CLOTHING ITEM YOU HAD TO WEAR?
WEAR?
At our next Jabberfest we are looking to hear your short personal memories of
favourite or hated clothing items you had to wear. You can write about them
to be read out, or just tell us via the roving microphone. We all have memories
of some item or another. So, join in and tell our members all about it – feel free
to bring the clothing item along or even wear it if you wish.

Fiona Duggan will be testing
our knowledge on this topical
subject. So, swot up on your
knowledge of Easter to be in
contention for the prize.

SESSION 2

AUSTRALIA’S NAVY
History and Battles - HMAS SHROPSHIRE

A serving Cadet from TS SHROPSHIRE will attend with some memorabilia from the HMAS SHROPSHIRE
and the story of the Navy Cadets in Grafton.
The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) calls all of its
land-based establishments - ships. Bases named
HMAS Creswell, and HMAS Kuttabul, for instance.
This tradition is carried through to the Australian
Navy Cadet bases which are called Training
Ships. Hence, the local unit in Grafton though on dry
land, but near the Clarence River is designated as
Training Ship SHROPSHIRE. This is usually
abbreviated to TS SHROPSHIRE. ANC Training
Ships are named after RAN ships.
TS SHROPSHIRE takes its name from the WWII heavy cruiser HMAS SHROPSHIRE that was gifted to the
RAN by the Royal Navy (RN) after the loss of HMAS CANBERRA, which was likely sunk by friendly fire
when, during a Japanese attack, an American destroyer let loose some torpedoes whilst HMAS
CANBERRA was between it and the Japanese vessels. The ship did not sink and most of the crew
survived. The RN had a ship with no crew and the RAN, a crew without a ship.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Good morning, everyone
When I sat at my computer to write this President’s Desk contribution to the March
Jabber Journal about 4 weeks ago, I had been so positive about the coming year, for
both our U3A groups and our members. I was confident that we would soon be back to
“business as usual” routines, after the whole Covid disruption to our plans during the
previous 2 years. That conviction didn’t last long!
Within days of writing, the East Coast of Australia, from North Queensland to Southern
NSW, was hit with record rainfall, leading to record flood levels in numerous towns
and villages along the coast. Even our large population centres were affected. We saw
it all on the news reports, of course - numerous homes destroyed, thousands of people displaced, evacuated,
isolated even our major road and rail corridors cut for days. So many reports of people stranded in their homes
or cars as floodwaters rose around them; so many community members venturing into these terrifying
conditions to help their neighbours and assist them to safety. So much property damaged and personal treasures
lost.
Here on the North Coast, many neighbouring towns and villages were overwhelmed – Lismore, Woodburn &
Murwillumbah all suffered unprecedented levels of flooding and damage. Ulmarra received severe damage in
some areas, but on the whole in the Clarence Valley, we were relatively unscathed, thanks to our levee walls in
both Grafton and Maclean. Those of us living on the floodplain were isolated for about a week, as the record flood
levels slowly drained. Sadly, for many of the severely affected fellow U3A members in our Far North Coast Region
the recovery process will take much longer. My thoughts are with you all.
Now that the bulk of the roadside flood debris has been removed and the livestock have returned home, we can
try again to resume our interrupted programme. I’m really enjoying the experience of regularly attending a
number of our long-absent U3A groups. It’s been great to reconnect with the various group members and meet a
few new group members too, after such a long period of isolation. I urge everyone to study the list of groups
available and seriously consider attendance at one of our groups. It’s a great way to get to know more of your
fellow U3A members.
But that’s not all! I’ve been to 2 musical shows at the Saraton in the past 2 weeks, and thoroughly enjoyed the
theatrical experience, after 2 years of silence. Now I find myself studying a flier from one of the local bus lines,
offering both day trips and longer adventures. Hmm. Looks interesting. Check out the course notes to get details
about my latest Bright Idea for a group!
Now that the Covid precautions are being relaxed, we no longer need to complete a Covid check in form at our
various venues and masks are no longer mandatory. However, if you wish to continue wearing a mask that’s fine.
Hand sanitiser will remain available for your use at the various venues. Our Covid precautions are not forgotten,
just in recess for now and forever, we hope.
Alysan Pender

GRAFTON U3A FLOOD APPEAL
Many thanks to all who donated to the victims of the floods at the March Jabberfest. The funds have been
deposited at Vinnies for distribution locally. Vanda Geremia
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LET’S DO LUNCH
A heads up for our next luncheon outing.

VENUE:

THE GOLDEN DOG HOTEL 57-59 CORAMBA ST GLENREAGH

DATE:

SUNDAY 22 MAY 2022

TIME:

12 NOON

Expressions of interest will be taken at April Jabberfest. We hope to carpool
for the event. So, if any member is able to offer a lift or any member requires
a lift there will also be lists at Jabberfest. Vanda Geremia

COURSES AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE – ALYSAN PENDER
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL – There will be no Armchair Travel group in April as the 4th Monday of the month falls on
Anzac Day.
COMMERCIAL BUS TRIPS – We have a number of options for bus trips lasting from one day to 5 or 6 days to
various venues around NSW. These are offered by one of the local bus companies, but are available only at
Commercial rates. A number of our members have travelled with the company previously and recommend them.
The costs are not cheap, but represent good value for money. We are offering these trips as a travel option to
give our members a chance to take a break from Grafton with other U3A friends. No group discounts available
at this time. There will be Expressions of Interest forms at the April Jabberfest to allow further discussion.
MATHS & COUNTING TECHNIQUES - 1st and 4th Thursday of the month, 9:30am to 11:30am commencing
Thursday, 28th April at the U3A rooms. Tutor: Kevin Dixon. This group was initially advertised during 2021, but
was unable to commence due to COVID. There will be expressions of interest at the April Jabberfest. See following
article by Kevin Dixon.

MATHEMATICS COURSE – COUNTING TECHNIQUES & ARRANGEMENTS
Commencing Thursday April 28th 9:30am – 11:30am on 1st and 4th Thursday each month for about 3 - 4 months
with a maximum of 10 participants at a cost of $3.00 per person per session. Requirements: 64-page exercise
book + calculator + pen. Folder and hand-out sheets provided.
This is a non-calculus-based Maths Course designed to get your brain thinking logically again! We will look at
counting the number of ways things can be arranged or committee organised.
For example:
 How many ways can you arrange 8 books on a shelf?
 What if 3 books must be together?
 What if there are two identical books?
 How many ways can 10 people sit around a circular table?
 What if the table was rectangular with chairs seated opposite each other?
 What if a couple must sit next to each other?
 How many ways can you arrange the letters in JABBERFEST?
 What if the vowels must be together?
 How many ways can a committee be formed of 4 Men and 4 Women from
a group of 6 men and 8 women?
A specific problem to ponder:
A round-table meeting of 6 nations meet for a Peace Conference. Each nation sends 3 delegates. The Head of each
delegation must sit in the middle of their respective group. But the Ukrainian and Russian delegations will NOT sit
next to each other. How many seating arrangements can be made? Kevin Dixon

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome new members - Debra Du Barrie, Sue & Kerry Stevens, Bronwyn O’Donohue, Gail Williamson, Ann
Hindley, Gerry Leonard & Vimmi Bhatnagar. We trust that you enjoy your association with Grafton U3A and take
the opportunity to avail of the courses and interest groups available.
APRIL 2022
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MARCH JABBERFEST WRAP
Our March Jabberfest opened with recitals of original poems from members of the Poetry group on the theme of
ducks - somewhat appropriate to the weather conditions we have experienced recently. They were followed with
member stories and experiences of the floods that have recently affected Grafton and surrounds including a most
interesting contribution from Nancye Eggins of a very early Grafton flood in which one of the rescued children
was her grandmother. The One plus One presentation involving Enid Bennett unfortunately had to be postponed
due to the floods. We all know the saying that goes “the best laid plans of mice and men etc. etc.” and it certainly
applied to the schedule set out for the March Jabberfest. Spare a thought for Kevin Dixon who has worked
tirelessly to formulate the schedules for this year only to have Covid and floods completely disrupt things time
and time again. We are grateful that Kevin was able to urgently arrange for a guest speaker at such short notice
and we thank Morrie Duggan for stepping up and presenting such an interesting talk on the eruption of Kilauea
the Hawaiian volcano. We were in awe of the photographs and videos graphically presenting the devastation that
the streams of molten lava caused to the landscape and to the houses and buildings that happened to be in their
path from the erupting crater to the sea. Thank you Morrie, for stepping up at such short notice and for such a
memorable presentation. The lucky door prize winner for the day was Vanda Geremia.
I hesitate to inform you that the Guest Speaker for the April Jabberfest will be a cadet from T.S. Shropshire
presenting a history of the naval cadets in Grafton and the Royal Australian Navy ship HMAS Shropshire. The
early session will include an Easter quiz presented by Fiona Duggan. In addition, under the theme “Memories Of”
members will have the opportunity to share details of a favourite or hated clothing item they were made to wear.
Brian Carter

EDITOR CONTACT
Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome, however, we reserve the right to edit or refuse
material submitted for publication. Closing date for the May 2022 edition is Friday 22 April 2022
Contributions to thehifields@bigpond.com

It’s time
time to reconnect!!!
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