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GRAFTON U3A INC. 

Po Box 688 Grafton NSW 2460 

    “Sharing our knowledge, skills and experience in a friendly convivial way” 

  
MAY 2022 www.grafton.u3anet.org.au info@grafton.u3anet.org.au 

JABBERFEST – 10:00AM 9 MAY 2022 

NEW LIFE CHURCH CENTRE – ARTHUR STREET GRAFTON 

SESSION 1 - BEWARE OF SCAMS!   

As flagged in March jabber Journal, Police Liaison Officer Jessica Stamper will speak to us on this important 

subject that costs Australians many millions of dollars annually.  

Scams (email, Internet, SMS, phone, both landline and mobile) are becoming more frequent, sophisticated and 

downright nasty. Scam calls and texts about your overdue tax bill, your "recent" traffic accident, or the arrival of 

a parcel you never ordered are increasing. Scammers use a range of tactics and technology to target Australians, 

usually seeking to obtain people's money or personal details. Scam calls mostly originate from overseas although 

some scammers use technology to make it appear like the call is coming from an Australian phone number — a 

practice known as spoofing. "If you get a call and you're not sure if it's legitimate, do a Google search and double-

check. "If you get an SMS out of the blue, whatever you do don't click on the links. A massive amount of malware 

can be downloaded to your phone via those links.". 

Grafton U3A has acquired copies of the 2022 edition of ‘The little Book of Scams’ that will be distributed to 

members. Kevin Dixon 

SESSION 2 – GUEST PRESENTER DEAN AGIC  

LOCAL ARTISAN CHOCOLATIER    

Do come along and enjoy an insight into the art and craft of chocolate from 

guest presenter Dean Agic, a local artisan chocolatier (chocolate maker). 

Starting in 1998 he was the owner of chocolate @ The 

Byron Bay Chocolate Factory and growing into 4 

outlets - 1 on Gold Coast, 2 in Sydney and the 1 in 

Byron Bay. He met his wife whose family are from 

Lawrence and upon relocating there found 

people began asking for chocolate.  As a result, a 

small purpose-built chocolate factory was 

established supplying numerous local shops, cafes, resorts and service stations 

from Yamba, Coffs Harbour, Grafton and surrounding towns.   

All Dean's chocolates are hand-made small batch and are his own secret recipes, 

using only the best and highest quality ingredients including truffles, fudge, 

nougat, rocky roads, and a selection of unique delicious delicacies.  

 

* HOCKET * 
Each month there will be an unusual word that is real and has been or is still being used. 

Without reference to Google or a dictionary, your challenge is to work out a possible meaning 

and then use it in a sentence. The meaning will be published in the next available edition of the 

Jabber Journal. Last month's word - VIGORISH – If you are a gambler in the high roller room of 

a casino, you may well have done a deal with the operator of the game to pay them a percentage 

of your winnings. This money is the vigorish.  Fiona Duggan 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Good morning, everyone 

I hope you all enjoyed a happy Easter break and found the time to catch up with family 

and/or friends. I had a fine time - went down to Sydney for about a week and managed 

to go to the Easter Show on Easter Saturday. Such huge crowds! So many long queues 

at the food vans! So much walking! So very different to the familiar old Showground at 

Moore Park!  I was quite disoriented at first (so few decent signs! such a useless map!), 

but eventually we found our way to a few old favourite pavilions and I began to relax 

and enjoy myself. By the time I’d watched a few dog events and wandered through a 

few aromatic stables and cow sheds the day had improved significantly.   

Highlight of the evening ring events later in the day (for me) was a Heritage parade of draught animals to mark 

the 200th Anniversary of the Royal Agricultural Society. The parade consisted of a team of 10 camels pulling a 

dray loaded with wool bales, a team of 12 huge draught horses pulling a loaded hay wagon, a team of dairy 

bullocks (tall, long-legged beasts with long horns) pulling a big log on a timber jinker and even a little team of 

donkeys pulling a smaller cart of mixed goods just as they appeared in all the old black and white photos of the 

early colonial days. I was in seventh heaven. But they only did a few rounds of the arena before it was time for 

them to leave the arena to make way for the next event – a precision driving team, complete with the usual 

revving motors and petrol fumes. Ah well, back to reality. 

Final event of the night was a fireworks display with a didgeridoo accompaniment. Absolutely stunning. Then, 

you’ll be pleased to know, on the way to the exit, we found the Show Bags pavilion and I bought a Ferrero Rocher 

show bag. What a great conclusion to such a big day out! 

The joyful thought of Easter and chocolate brings me directly to the subject of our May Jabberfest, when the guest 

speaker in Session 2 will be Dean Agic, a chocolatier now based in Lawrence. He will be talking to us about 

chocolate making and bringing samples of his products.  Woo hoo! Our speaker in the first session, Jessica 

Stamper, will be speaking to us on a much less frivolous topic - Internet, Email and Phone Scams – a fairly common 

occurrence these days, but a topic which we all need to treat seriously.  It promises to be an interesting Jabberfest 

programme. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Alysan Pender 

LET’S DO LUNCHLET’S DO LUNCHLET’S DO LUNCHLET’S DO LUNCH    
VENUE:VENUE:VENUE:VENUE:    THE GOLDEN DOG HOTEL 57-59 CORAMBA ST GLENREAGH  

DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:        SUNDAY 22 MAY 2022 

TIME:TIME:TIME:TIME:        12 NOON 

Expressions of interest will be taken at May 

Jabberfest. We hope to carpool for the event. So, if 

any member is able to offer a lift or any member 

requires a lift there will also be lists at Jabberfest. Vanda Geremia 

 

GRAFTON U3A – 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Our 20th anniversary is coming up later this year. We are asking those of you who were members very 

early, or even more recently, if you have any photos, anecdotes, memories of the members and their 

efforts and activities in those early days to assist us. You could relate, lend or provide information to 

the committee for our archives. We have Christmas Luncheon photos dating back to 2013 but any 

earlier outings, activities or luncheon photos would be welcome. Please contact any of the committee 

members if you are able to assist. Fiona Duggan 
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COURSES AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE – ALYSAN PENDER 
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL – Our next Armchair Travel group will be held on Monday 23rd May from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

at the U3A Rooms, Dougherty House. Magda Mussared will be speaking about her travels to New Zealand with 

Stan about 20 years ago.  (This topic was advertised for 28th February but was cancelled due to the floods).  

Enquiries to Magda Mussared Phone 66449309.  

COMMERCIAL BUS TRIPS – We received a few enquiries and I still have a number of fliers to consider.  If you 

are interested in the trips available, please contact Alysan Pender on 0447270997. 

All our advertised groups are now up and running. The majority of the groups still have vacancies and 

would welcome new members. Please contact the respective group leader if you have any enquiries.   

‘CLIMATE CHALLENGED’ – INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE FOR PAGE 
‘Family Farms and Future’ is the election slogan for independent candidate for Page, Dr 

Hanabeth Luke. Hanabeth is a teacher at Southern Cross University and lives with her partner 

and two children at Evans Head. She sees ‘working families struggling to make ends meet and is 

frustrated by the lack of integrity in our politics today’. She also witnessed first hand the effects 

of the disastrous floods in the Northern Rivers, working as a volunteer at Marine Rescue. 

Hanabeth will discuss our ‘Climate Challenged’ future at a meeting with our Climate Change 

Group from 12 noon to 2:00pm on Thursday 5 May in the Independent’s office (Northern Rivers County Council 

Building, corner Prince & Victoria Streets Grafton.) Members are welcome to come along with your questions 

and to share your concerns and hopes with Hanabeth and her team.  Nick Reeve 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome new members – Cathy Cheetham and Paul Winmill. We trust that you enjoy your association with 

Grafton U3A and take the opportunity to avail of the courses and interest groups available. 

APRIL JABBERFEST WRAP 
Another great meeting on Monday 11th. Proceedings commenced, after a few catchups on current programmes, 

with a quiz on the subject of Easter, with the eventual 'last one standing ' being Gwen Patricks.  

After the break for morning tea, Alysan introduced our guest speakers for the day, representing the local 

Australian Naval Cadets unit T.S. Shropshire, Sub Lieutenant Malcolm Mc Kay and Cadet Jackson O'Brien. We 

were given a brief history of the Cadet Unit and why the Training Ship was named 'Shropshire'. 

H.M.S. Shropshire became H.M.A.S. when she was gifted to the Royal Australian Navy after the loss of the 

Australian Cruiser H.M.A.S Canberra, which was a casualty of the Second World War battle at Guadalcanal in the 

Solomon Islands and was actually sunk as a result of 'friendly fire ' in that she was torpedoed by an American 

destroyer after being mistaken for a Japanese ship. All Naval establishments whether they be ships or land based 

are given ship names, e.g., Sydney's Garden Island establishment is known as H.M.A.S Kuttabul. This name being 

given in recognition of the loss of a Sydney Harbour ferry that was sunk in Sydney Harbour by a Japanese 

submarine which was actually trying to sink the American cruiser U.S.S. Chicago. 

T.S. Shropshire accepts trainee cadets from the age of twelve and a half to the day before they turn eighteen and 

over the years some thirty-six youngsters have actually enlisted to pursue a career in one of the Armed Forces, - 

Navy, Army or Air Force after having received the training offered to them by this establishment. All uniforms 

are provided to the cadets by the Navy and there are no costs incurred by those who join, plus all costs of 

travel associated with the training is absolutely free and borne again by the Navy. Training is what one would 

expect in a Naval establishment and includes seamanship in both powered and sailing craft, knots and ropework 

and also weapons training, albeit with dummy weapons or under strict supervision if live ammunition is used 

when on a rifle range. 

 Following their enlightening talk the lucky door prize for the day was handed to Mary Maker. Brian Carter    

EDITOR CONTACT  
Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome, however, we reserve the right to edit or refuse 

material submitted for publication. Closing date for the June 2022 edition is Friday 27 May 2022 

Contributions to thehifields@bigpond.com 
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RETHINKING  

THE  

FIFTIES 

Diary Of A Decade 
Sport and the arts made great leaps forward while war was declared on communism 

1955 

January: Aboriginal artist Albert 

Namatjira refused permission to 

build a house on his own land among 

whites in Alice Springs. 

February 1: NSW becomes the 

fourth State to extend hotel trading 

hours to 10pm, ending the “six 

o’clock swill” in force since 6pm 

closing was instituted in World War I.  

February 19: First women elected to 

House of Assembly in Tasmania. 

March 15: Labor Party split over 

Industrial Groups comes to a head at 

federal conference in Hobart. 

 March: 

 First Moomba Festival held in 

Melbourne. 

March 31: Federal Cabinet agrees to 

send ground troops to Malaya. 

April 7: The Victorian branch of the 

ALP splits with the pro-Evatt faction 

of the part’s State executive expelling 

104 members, including 18 Victorian 

MPs and six federal members. They 

subsequently form the Australian 

Labor Party (Anti-Communist), later 

the Democratic Labor Party. 

April 29: A pastoral letter from 

Australia’s 33 Catholic bishops and 

archbishops warns of “the menace of 

communism”, praises those opposing 

it and condemns the ALP for its 

treatment of the Industrial Groups. 

April 30: The Guthega power station, 

the first major project in the Snowy 

Mountains Hydro Electric Scheme, 

becomes operational after 3 ½ years 

construction. 

May 28: Henry Bolte elected premier 

in Victoria when the Liberal-Country 

Party coalition blitzes the rival Labor 

parties forced by an April no-

confidence motion. He will remain 

premier for 17 years. 

June 30: More than two million 

motor vehicles now registered 

around the country. 

July: Huge deposits of bauxite 

discovered at Weipa, Cape York. 

August 22: The Royal Commission 

on Soviet Espionage determines that 

Petrov documents are genuine and 

that there had been External Affairs 

“leakages” from 1945-48. But no new 

spies are uncovered, no prosecutions 

begun. 

September 13: Australian troops 

arrive in Malaya, as part of a SEATO 

commitment. 

November 8: Barbara Porritt, of 

Yorkshire, the one-millionth post war 

immigrant, welcomed by the Minister 

for Immigration, Harold Holt.  

December 10: Menzies, having 

called an early poll to synchronise 

elections for the Senate and House of 

Representatives, wins in a landslide. 

Majority in the House rises from 7 to 

28. New members include Malcolm 

Fraser, Jim Cairns and Bill Snedden.  

Also this Year: Australian Atomic 

Energy Commission starts building a 

nuclear reactor at Lucas Heights in 

Sydney; in South Australia, uranium 

treatment plant at Port Pirie comes 

on line; Australia and US sign a secret 

agreement to establish a joint seismic 

facility at Alice Springs to monitor 

Soviet atomic test program; death 

penalty abolished in NSW.   

Arts, Entertainment: Ray Lawler’s 

Summer of the Seventeenth Doll 

premieres at the Union Theatre 

Repertory Company in Melbourne; 

Hele win Archibald; Edna Everage 

makes her stage debut, courtesy of 

Barry Humphries; Robert Helpmann 

and Katharine Hepburn tour 

nationally with an Old Vic company; 

Elizabethan Theatre opens in Sydney; 

Charles Chauvel’s final feature, Jedda, 

premieres in Darwin; Peter 

Sculthorpe’s Piano Sonata performed 

at Baden-Baden festival. 

Literature: I Can Jump Puddles, 

childhood autobiography of Alan 

Marshall, is published, sells more 

than two million copies in next 17 

years. Patrick White’s The Tree of 

Man published in New York, as is The 

Shiralee by Darcy Niland; The 

Wandering Islands, the first volume of 

poetry by A.D. Hope released. 

Sport: Peter Thomson wins British 

Open; Australia regains Davis Cup 

from US; Rising Fast just misses 

“back-to-back” Caulfield-Melbourne 

Cup doubles when Toparoa defeats 

him in Flemington two-miler. 

Next time - 1956 


