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SESSION 1

seSSION
seSSION 2

Our guest presenter Linda Wright is the
convenor of the Clarence Valley Koala Working
Group formed in mid-2020. The aim of the Group
is to progress strategic planning around koala
conservation in the Clarence Valley. Linda will use
a series of and film clips taken by she and her
husband as a framework for her presentation
about some of the characteristics and behaviours
of koalas, their life cycles and some of the issues
and threats confronting them in the wild. Linda will
also provide some information about the Clarence
Valley Koala Working Group and its activities.

Do
come
along and
enjoy an
insight
into
the
art
and
craft
of
chocolate
from guest presenter Dean Agic, a local artisan
chocolatier (chocolate maker). Starting in 1998
he was the owner of chocolate @ The Byron Bay
Chocolate Factory and growing into 4 outlets - 1
on Gold Coast, 2 in Sydney and the 1 in Byron Bay.
He met his wife whose family are from Lawrence
and upon relocating there found people began
asking for chocolate. As a result, a small purposebuilt chocolate factory was established supplying
numerous local shops, cafes, resorts and service
stations from Yamba, Coffs Harbour, Grafton and
surrounding towns.
All Dean's chocolates are
hand-made small batch
and are his own secret
recipes, using only
the best and highest
quality
ingredients
including
truffles,
fudge, nougat, rocky
roads, and a selection of
unique delicious delicacies.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Good afternoon, everyone
At last, I am beginning to feel that the we are slowly escaping the clutches of winter.
In spite of the last few days having been particularly cold with record snowfalls down
on the snow fields, I take heart from the fact that even over the last few days, we
have enjoyed patches of glorious sunshine, in between all the cold raging winds and
threatening clouds. The trees in my yard are starting to put out new leaves, green
grass and lawnmowers are starting to appear around town and even the poor
neglected flowers in my garden are starting to look more cheerful. I have some new
baby calves in the paddock and the swallows are back nesting on my verandah. Spring is definitely on its way!
I hope you enjoyed our August Jabberfest. It was such a relief to hold the AGM in the usual month of August
after the last few years of disruption. Since two members of the previous committee (Nick Reeve and Vanda
Geremia) had retired, we were left with two vacant positions on the Committee. Adrian van Ash was
nominated to join the Committee at the AGM, and I am now pleased to advise that Brenda Howe has agreed
to step into the one remaining vacancy. Welcome to you both! Our committee members have such a wide
range of skills and abilities, I look forward to working with you all. I remain optimistic that 2022/23 will offer
a lot less challenges and disruptions than the past two years.
Steve Timms, from Clarence Valley Council, was our guest speaker following Morning Tea. He delivered an
informative address telling us of various plans that the Council is considering to revitalise Prince Street. The
discussion during his session was very animated and enthusiastic. It was great to see so many of our members
engaged and interested in the various options discussed and adding further suggestions for improvement.
Our plans for the 20th Anniversary celebrations in October are coming along. We are still seeking old
documents and photos or items of interest for display. Please check your old photo albums or digital files
and pass them on to Fiona. Please start thinking about courses or events which you enjoyed over the years
and which you will be happy to speak about. Everyone will be given an opportunity to speak about their
memories of the various groups, social outings or activities they have enjoyed with our U3A over the past 20
years.
Now that our AGM is behind us, I must remind you that membership fees for 2022/23 are now overdue. If
you are not sure of your membership status, please check with Carole or Bruce.
Our next Jabberfest promises to be most enjoyable. In the first session, Linda Wright from the Clarence Valley
Koala Working group, will be telling us about their work in the local area., then following Morning Tea, Dean
Agic, a chocolatier from Yamba, will be the guest speaker. He has promised to talk about the process of
chocolate making and to bring some samples of his work. Woo hoo!
I’ll look forward to seeing you there

Alysan Pender

SHRAMMED
Each month there will be an unusual word that is real and has been or is still being used.
Without reference to Google or a dictionary, your challenge is to work out a possible
meaning and then use it in a sentence. The meaning will be published in the next
available edition of the Jabber Journal. Last month's word – POODLE-FAKER – military
slang for a man who cultivates female society, especially for professional advancement.

Fiona Duggan
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Grafton U3A
All members are cordially invited to help
celebrate this momentous occasion
WHEN:

10 OCTOBER 2022

TIME:

10:00AM

WHERE:

NEW LIFE CHURCH CENTRE
132 ARTHUR STREET GRAFTON

DO YOU KNOW AN EARLY MEMBER OF THE GROUP? IF YOU KNOW
SOMEONE WHO IS AN EARLY, PAST OR EVEN CURRENT MEMBER
PLEASE INVITE THEM ALONG. WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE THEM.

COURSES AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE – ALYSAN PENDER
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL – Our next Armchair Travel group will be held on Monday 26th September from 2:00 to
4:00 pm at the U3A rooms, Dougherty House with a theme of Birthday celebrations in the Pacific. Vanda will
be showing a family video taken in the Cook Islands at Rarotonga, a nearby island Aitutaki and an outlying
atoll Akiami. After coffee, there will be a few photos and perhaps a promotional video taken at my son’s 40th
birthday when we took a Pacific Cruise on the Pacific Explorer. New members to the group always welcome.
Enquiries to Magda on 66449309.
HISTORY’S GREATEST VOYAGES OF EXPLORATION - One of the Great Courses, it will run for 12 weeks
every Friday morning from 10:00am to 12 noon at the U3A rooms, Dougherty House. This course has only
recently commenced, but is most enjoyable and could be joined at any time. Enquiries to Vanda on 66427880.
The majority of the groups still have vacancies and would welcome new members. Please contact the
respective group leader if you have any enquiries.

SAVE THE DATE

EDITOR CONTACT

The 2022 Christmas Luncheon will
be held at the Grafton Golf Club on
5th December 2022 commencing at
12 noon. Names will be taken
commencing
at
September
Jabberfest.

Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome,
however, we reserve the right to edit or refuse
material submitted for publication. Closing date for
the October 2022 edition is Friday 23 September
2022 Contributions to thehifields@bigpond.com
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AUGUST JABBERFEST WRAP
After the past two years of Covid related issues, it was good to be able to hold our 2022 Annual General Meeting as
scheduled as first order of business at our August Jabberfest. Opening the meeting President Alysan delivered her
President’s Report highlighting the significant effects of Covid and the floods earlier this year on Grafton U3A. Covid
especially affected the health of many members, restricted activities of the courses/groups, caused the cancellation of a
number of Jabberfests as well as deferral of the 2020 and 2021 Annual General Meetings, the latter of which was finally
held in December last year. Alysan thanked members of the committee for their untiring efforts throughout the year.
Vanda Geremia and Nick Reeve are stepping down from the committee and Alysan thanked them both for their sterling
service over many years. Alysan also made special mention of long-standing members who have either succumbed to
ill health, moved into nursing homes, relocated to join their families while others have passed away. All are sadly missed.
She also encouraged members to seriously consider how they might contribute to the functioning of our organisation
as we move into the future.
Treasurer Bruce then presented his Financial Report in association with which members approved the report and the
2021-22 audited financial accounts.
President Alysan then called upon Mike Gillespie to oversee the election of officer bearers and committee resulting in
the following:
President:
Alysan Pender
Vice President:
Kevin Dixon
Secretary:
Nancye Eggins
Treasurer:
Bruce Carle
Committee members: Carole Cairns, Brian Carter, Fiona Duggan, Dennis Kelly, Ann Pulkkinen, Rev Adrian Van Ash.
President Alysan resumed the Chair and the meeting approved appointment of the Honorary Auditor – Glen Thompson
and the Annual General Meeting was then closed.
Kevin Dixon followed conducting a Heads/Tails quiz on the topical subject of Winter, which
was won by Carole Cairns.
Following the morning tea break Nancy Eggins introduced our guest speaker Steve Timms,
Coordinator - Strategic Planning, Clarence Valley Council (CVC). Steve advised that the
awarding of a $495,000 NSW Government Grant under its Streets as Shared Spaces
Program will enable CVC the opportunity to trial temporary and innovative ideas that build
the case for more permanent changes for key streets. The impact of the completion of the
Pacific Highway dual carriageway coupled with the newly completed Bridge has changed
the way Prince Street works with trucks etc now bypassing the CBD. As a result of these
changes, the project focuses on improvements by enhancing Prince Street, making it more
pedestrian friendly and at the same time providing vehicle access. A number of the new
innovations will be implemented later in this calendar year. Following his presentation,
Steve took questions from the audience and noted for further consideration several ideas
put forward by members. He was thanked for a very enlightening address and presented
with a creation from the artisans at the Mens Shed. Lucky door prize was won by Paul Jones.

OVERDUE MEMBERSHIP FEES
Please note that fees have been increased for the first time in over 10 years and are now $35 single $60 double. Kindly
complete the form at the link https://grafton.u3anet.org.au/?page_id=1182 and then pay online electronically to:

Account Name: Grafton U3A BSB No: 637 000 Account Number: 780 236 035 Reference: Your Name

SCALLOP SHELLS WANTED

FIRE ALARMS CHECKS

The U3A Grafton Mens Shed requires
some scallop shells (approx. 8 – 10cms
in size) for an ongoing project. If you
have some you would like to donate,
please drop them into the Mens Shed at
North Street Grafton or email

We have been advised that the service
offered by Gary Reardon from Grafton
Fire and Rescue will now be available
to residents of Waterview Heights.
Kevin Dixon will be taking names at
September Jabberfest.

graftonu3amenshed@gmail.com
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