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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Good afternoon, everyone 

As I sit down to write this letter, there is a very faint drip of rain coming down in the 

guttering. As the afternoon turned to evening, it slowly became heavier – and today 

I was told that what we need now for grass growth is not rain but intense heat to 

assist the new grass to shoot.  Oh, well. What will be will be. 

I hope you all enjoyed our September Jabberfest. I thought it was a great program. 

First with Linda Wright from the Clarence Valley Koala Working Group talking about 

her interest in koala conservation and the threats that confront our precious local 

population of wild koalas. They are such a popular and world-famous Australian icon and yet we know so 

little about their daily lives in the wild. So much koala habitat continues to be lost to land clearing, while it 

takes so long for koala food trees to grow to maturity. I find it very distressing to think that basically, in this 

area, very little private land remains available for these much-loved animals. They were very common in my 

parents’ lifetimes along the entire Eastern Australian Coast. Now they are reduced to isolated populations 

and are listed as endangered. 

Dean Agic, our guest speaker in the second session, talked on a much cheerier topic – the joy of chocolate. 

It was most encouraging to learn that chocolate is good for our health and I’ve been taking Dean’s advice 

very seriously ever since. I suspect that I’m not the only U3A member whose conscience is untroubled by 

eating more chocolate! Many thanks to our Jabberfest coordinator, Kevin Dixon, for arranging such an 

interesting and varied program. 

At our next Jabberfest, in October, we will be celebrating 20 years since Grafton U3A was first convened. We 

have approximately 20 Foundation members who are still members today and I am looking forward to hearing 

their memories of those very early years. However, it’s not only the Foundation members who will have a 

chance to speak. Everyone will have a chance to speak about their memories of the various groups, social 

outings or activities they have enjoyed with our U3A over the past 20 years. We have unearthed a few 

interesting old documents and items for display from the Men’s Shed; and we have lots of photographs taken 

at various U3A events over the years. We have invited a few special guests from Clarence River U3A and have 

sent special invitations to our 20 Foundation members, our Life Members and our Past Presidents. There will 

be a Birthday Cake. It promises to be quite a celebration and should be lots of fun. Last, but not least, since 

it is a birthday celebration, ENTRY WILL BE FREE!   A Birthday gift for us all! 

I’ll look forward to seeing you there 

Alysan Pender      

 

Each month there will be an unusual word that is real and has been or is still being used. 

Without reference to Google or a dictionary, your challenge is to work out a possible 

meaning and then use it in a sentence. The meaning will be published in the next 

available edition of the Jabber Journal.  

Last month's word – SHRAMMED – 1787 “I am shrammed to death. I am dead with 

cold”. The idea that you are numbed with cold – being so cold as to lose all feeling. 

Fiona Duggan 
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COURSES AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE – Alysan Pender 
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL – Our next Armchair Travel group will be held on Monday, 24th October from 2:00 to 

4:00 pm at the U3A rooms, Dougherty House. Magda will continue to talk about a trip to the USA, which she 

and Stan undertook in 2000. This section of the trip commenced in Los Angeles, then continued though Zion 

National Park, the Grand Canyon, and Arches National Park, proceeding as far as Iowa and Philadelphia. New 

members to the group always welcome.  Enquiries to Magda on 6644 9309.  

The majority of the groups still have vacancies and would welcome new members. Please contact the 

respective group leader if you have any enquiries.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR CONTACT  

Contributions to the Jabber Journal are welcome, however, we reserve the right to edit or refuse material 

submitted for publication. Closing date for the November 2022 edition is Friday 28 October 2022 

Contributions to thehifields@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

OVERDUE MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Please note that fees have been increased for the first time in over 10 years and are now $35 single $60 

double. Kindly complete the form at the link https://grafton.u3anet.org.au/?page_id=1182 and then pay 

online electronically to: 

Account Name: Grafton U3A  BSB No: 637 000  Account Number: 780 236 035 Reference: Your Name 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

VENUE: Grafton Golf Club Bent St South Grafton  

DATE: 5 December 2022 

TIME: 12 noon 

COST: $35.00 per head  

Expressions of interest and payments can be made to Vanda Geremia 

at October and November Jabberfests. The cost has risen but as you 

would appreciate all costs have increased in the past 12 months. 

There will be lucky door prizes as in previous years. Please note that 

tickets must be pre-purchased and will not be available on the day 

of the luncheon. For any special dietary requirements please inform 

Vanda when purchasing tickets. Fiona Duggan 
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SEPTEMBER JABBERFEST WRAP 
Another memorable Jabberfest was had for September with the first session being a presentation from Linda 

Wright, our guest from the Clarence Valley Koala Working Group, covering the planning for the protection 

and conservation of the koala population in the clarence Valley area. We all should now be able to identify 

whether a koala we are watching is male or female, all to do with the male having a darker stripe down the 

chest and frontal area, which is actually a scent gland that he uses to rub on the trunk of a tree to mark out 

his territory. A warning to other males to “get lost” and also an invitation to the females of the species.  

We also now have an idea of the Koala’s life cycle from their conception, birth and time spent in the mother’s 

pouch, to when they emerge to the outside world and are dependent on the mother before they eventually 

become independent, fend for themselves, find their own territories and so perpetuate the population as 

breeding members.  

It is heartening to learn that the dreaded chlamydia infection that can actually prove fatal can now be treated 

and that there is now some genetic variation found in the species that can render them free from the illness. 

Following the morning tea break, Kevin Dixon introduced Dean Agic the chocolatier who had been listed 

earlier in the year as our guest speaker, however, through an unfortunate mix-up was unavailable at that time. 

Nevertheless, the long-awaited dean enlightened us to the intricacies of chocolate in its many forms and the 

difference between a chocolate maker and a chocolatier. He also provided samples of his expertise to 

members that were most welcome.  

What an interesting life history he has had, from owning a chocolate factory, several retail outlets both locally 

in the Byron Bay, Northern rivers and Sydney areas before eventually settling in Lawrence from where he 

presently operates. 

Both speakers were presented with thank you gifts, of course crafted by the artisans at the Mens Shed while 

the lucky door prize winner Val Layton also received a similar memento. Brian Carter  

 
 

 

Said the little boy “Sometimes I drop my spoon.” 

Said the old man ‘I do that too.” 

The little boy whispered “I wet my pants,” 

“I do that too,” laughed the little old man. 

Said the little boy, “I often cry.” 

The old man nodded, “So do I,” 

“But worst of all,” said the boy,  

“It seems grown-ups don’t pay attention to me.” 

And he felt the warmth of a wrinkled old hand. 

“I know what you mean,” said the little old man. 

 

A TOUCH OF HUMOUR 
11 PEOPLE …………ON A ROPE 

11 people were hanging on a rope, under a 

helicopter – 10 men and 1 woman. The rope was 

not strong enough to carry them all, so they 

decided that one had to leave, because otherwise 

they were all going to fall. They weren’t able to 

choose that person, until the woman gave a very 

touching speech. She said that she would 

voluntarily let go of the rope, because, as a woman, 

she was used to giving up everything for her 

husband and kids or for men in general and was 

used to always making sacrifices with little in 

return.  

As soon as she finished her speech, the men 

started clapping……………… 

The 2022 Festival will be held 

from 28 October to 6 November 

2022 with a wonderful range of 

events. Further information is 

available from the Festival 

website: www.jacarandafestival.com 


